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Heroic Measures

Center for children with autism

graduating class.

Rochelle Ei
Staff Reporter
hen their son. Haydn,
was first diagnosed on
the autsm spectrum
several years ago, Helen and PJ Shafer
wondered whar his future would
hold. Low expectations seemed to be
the prevailing prognosis, but Mrs
Shafer refused to put those expecta
tions and labels on a child who was
“only 2 or 3"

Today, as Haydn gets ready o
enter Chatsworth Schools inclusion
program as a first grader thas fall, ic i
the Shaters’ tenacity and refusal to
give in to this so-called “wisdom™ that
has made 1 major difference in
Haydn lifc

Unhappy with existing prograns
and determined that their son gain
the skillk necessary to live a produ
ave life, the famuly established the
Shater Center tor Exrly Interventaon

for children on the autism specerum
I wanted [Havdn| to have

ability and opportunity to make a

choice later on it he wanes o po

e

1o college and hive independenthy,

celebrates its first

said Mrs. Shater. [ looked at ny
husband and sad,"If [ don't ry to
do something, | will regret it for the
rest of my hfe ™

Based at St John’s Episcopal
Church ae 3738 Butler Road in
Reisterstown, the Shater Center of
fers youngsters ages 2-7 the chance to

un the needed social, verbal and
academic skills to be part of inclusion
progrums in the educatonal arena
The center opened in Aug 2006 with
e students, and now boases 50
students and 12 faculty members. Lase
week, it held its first class graduation
The center’s mission, acc ording 1o
Mis. Shater, i aunste chuldren o
receive the services they need so they
can mamstrean by first grade. The
center features 4 my

disciplinary
h, incorporating a variety of

miethod

Ipproa

168 10 WY

tk on speech

and language, verbal behaviors and

sersony ntegration technigues
Srud,

lents receive a half-day class

expenience tinght by a nus
tered special educator and a mastered
!

ch and Linguag

pathologst

Shafer Center founders Helen and Pf Shafer, with their son Haydn, bask in the

success of a first graduating class

Young children are grouped by
skall sets, and each child receives
indmidualized goals. Children n “up
per’” clsses receive weekly pre- and
post-tests on lesson plans. The center
s modeled on what Mirs. Shater calls
a“typical” preschool, wath circle
tine, outdoor play, reading, even field
trips to such sies as pumpkin patches
and zoos

Fhe center also provides addition
al one-on-ane speech services and
soctal groups offering pliy-based ac
vities through its resource center

According 1o the National Inst
tutes of Health’s Web site, autsm
aftects approximately 3-6 children
out of 1000 per year. Males are four
tmes more likely than females to be
diagnosed with the disorder

Wendy Klausner, whose son,
Parker, graduated last week from the
Shater Center, cannot control her en
thusiasm when she speaks about how
tar her son has come Acconding to
Mrs. Klausner, Parker, who has 4 high
l’lmn'nunmg torm of ILIEISIT, WS on

molled i a slew of programs, melud
g spectal educanon through
Baltnmore County Public Schools
nd the Kennedy Krieger Institute, 4
well as a manstream preschool pro
gram at the Jewish Comnmunin,
Center. At one point My, Klusner
recalled. she was drving Parker to

k

Since enrolling Parker at the

Shater Center, Mirs. KLsnier has seen
K

i
three PIOgRUTS a we

res i her son “He now
talks about friends e has nade at

e ch

school, ;

wd s | mgnige has yrown
or day. he sad
1 3-wond sentence,” she said
Sard Mrs, Shafer:When soneonc
telb you that your child has develop
mental disabilities, it is really seary.”
Yet, secing the results of her labor can
be incredibly heartwarming, she said
Todhay, Haydn, who once was not
talking, 1s socully engaged and ex
pressing hinselt. Recently, vhile
Haydn played with lus facher, M.
Shater sud she heard these special
words from her son: " Daddy, vou'ne

inmmensely. The ot

my hero.”
For nsformation on tire Shafer
Center, check out shajercenter.com or

all 4105171113
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